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Nelson Creston MLA Corky Evans, Nelson City 
Councilors Robin Cherbo  and Gord McAdams 
serve up some of the 1300 pieces of Canada  
Day Cake. 

There are dozens of reasons why we choose to 
live in a community like Nelson. The vibrancy of 
historic Baker Street with our unique specialty 
shops, boutiques, and restaurants. The arts and 
culture scene, The abundance of outdoor adven-
ture opportunities. The natural beauty. Quality of 
life and a fantastic community spirit. Those are 
just a handful of the reasons we choose to make 
Nelson home, and many of those attributes were 
evident on July 1st at  Rotary Lakeside Park for  
Canada Day festivities. There are very few ven-
ues anywhere that offer the natural beauty of 
Lakeside Park, and community spirit was cer-
tainly in abundance  as thousands of people from 
throughout the region  started early and stayed 
late for one great party. It was a tremendous 
community celebration, as we celebrated the na-
tion’s 141st year and the 400th anniversary of the 
founding of Quebec City. We can be justly proud 
of the nation we have built. Since it’s inception, 
Canada has been a land of promise. We cele-
brate achievement, and parties like this help to 
bring us together as a community. From the 
opening ceremonies to the fireworks finale the 
atmosphere in the park was electric, and the en-
tertainment eclectic. The thousands of people 
who attended say it was one of the best ever. 

  

 

 

Nelson Mayor John Dooley and Councilor Robin 
Cherbo prepare for the opening ceremonies, by 
getting a Canadian  flag tattoo from the Cham-
ber booth 

 

The Rotary Shelter was busy all days thanks to 
the dozens of volunteer Rotarians and the an-
nual BBQ Beef. The Lions Club started the day 
serving over 700 breakfasts on Baker Street. 

From The Heritage Harmony Singers,  Playmor 
Junction to the Tuques. Big Bad Blue to the 
Moving Mosaic Samba Band there was music 
for all ages. Plus with 20 community groups set 
up in the park, the free family event was a huge  
success. Thanks to the Nelson Professional 
Firefighters, and our many sponsors for another 
fantastic fireworks finale. The ultimate capper to 
a truly great day 



 OUR THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR 
THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

THE CANADA DAY FIREWORKS: 
 

Platinum Sponsors 
City of Nelson 

Heritage Canada 
Celebrate Canada 

Columbia Power Corporation 
Regional District of Central Kootenay:  

Josh Smienk, Area E; Al Dawson Area F, Don 
Munro Area H  

Express Community Newspaper 
Kootenay Western Star 

Nelson Daily News 
All Hit KBS 

Hairy Productions 
Nelson Professional Firefighters 

    
Gold Sponsors 

Berg Naqvi Lehmann 
Best Western Baker Street Inn 

Carmichael Toews Irving 
Corky Evans MLA Nelson Creston 

Canada Safeway 
Dairy Queen 

Doctors Simona and Mike Culham 
Fairview Esso 

Hanson Decking 
Hume Hotel 

Investors Group 
Kris Witt Accounting 

Maglio Building Supplies 
Midas 

Nelson Toyota 
Nelson Chrysler 

Nelson & District Credit Union 
Nelson Ford 

Nelson Ready Mix/Selkirk Paving 
Nelson Leafs Bottle Depot 

New Grand Hotel 
OK Tire and Auto Centre 

Poulin Agencies 
Prestige Lakeside Resort 

Remax/RHC Realty 
RHC McDonald Insurance 

RBC Royal Bank 
Speedpro 

Timberland Forest Fire Systems 
Western Auto Wreckers 

THANKS ALSO TO: 
Heritage Harmony Barbershop Choir 

Kootenay Kiltie Pipe Band 
Jazzercise with Melody 

Glacier Harmonies 
Brenda McJones Highland Dancers 

Nelson Community Band 
String of Pearls Swing Band 

Playmor Junction 
The Pulpit Rockers 

Bill Woikin and the Countrymen Band 
Holly and Jon 

White Lightning Blues Band 
The Tuques 
Big Bad Blue 

Moving Mosaic Samba Band 
Bubbles the Clown 

Simone Varey Visions Alive Puppets 
Nelson and District Chamber of Commerce 

All Hit KBS 
Katimavik 

Kootenay Co-op Radio 
Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation 

Kootenay Catamaran Club 
Kootenay STV 
Interior Health 

Nelson City Police 
Nelson Kiwanis Club 

Nelson Pilot’s Association 
Nelson and District Youth Centre 

Nelson & District Community Complex 
NDCC Canoe and Kayak Club 

Nelson Dragon Boat Team 
Nelson Business Association 

Nelson Theatre Company 
Nelson Lions Club Pancake Breakfast 

Nelson Rotary Clubs Annual BBQ 
Pixie Candy 

RCMP 
RBC Royal Bank 
Selkirk College 
SHARE Nelson 

Touchstones 
West Kootenay Success by Six 

Youth Employment Resource Centre &  
Service Canada Centre for Youth 

Sincere apologies to anyone else we may 
have missed 

Thanks to everyone in the Community for 
coming out and having a great time! 



Nelson is going to Beijing 
For the Summer Olympics 

Nelson will be a featured community in Bei-
jing, as part of the 2010 Olympic Secretariats 
BC Explorer program. The initiative is de-
signed to help BC communities take advan-
tage of opportunities created by the 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic winter Games. 
 
BC Explorer highlights various aspects of 
communities throughout British Columbia, as 
touch screen kiosks allow visitors and inves-
tors to virtually explore the province and ex-
perience the many tourism, business and 
community features. 
 
The Nelson and District Chamber of Com-
merce hosted Chris Bedyk of Image Pacific 
Productions, one of several production com-
panies commissioned by the 2010 Olympic 
Secretariat to capture footage that will be util-
ized in the BC Explorer program. 
 

Chamber Executive Director Tom Thomson 
notes that the BC Explorer projects are video 
production pieces that showcase British Co-
lumbia people, places and businesses to the 
world leading up to and during the 2010 
Winter Games. Our community will have an 
opportunity to market themselves to journal-
ists from around the world at the BC Canada 
Pavilion in Beijing next month and again in 
2010. 

The filming took place on a spectacular sunny 
day in Nelson and featured Nelson’s unique 
Heritage architecture including the Nelson 
Courthouse, Touchstones, The Hume Hotel, 
The New Grand as well as some prominent 
Heritage homes. There were also several 
shots of historic Baker Street locations includ-
ing some outdoor patios and the Craft Con-
nection. 
 

Chris Bedyk of Image Pacific Productions was 
in Nelson June 29th shooting High Definition 
Film for the BC Explorer Kiosk’s in Beijing 

Several waterfront shots were captured at the 
Prestige Lakeside Resort and Marina and 
Lakeside Park. Having the crew in town for  a 
full day allowed us to capture footage of 
Streetcar 23, Granite Pointe, Gyro Park, as 
well as Cottonwood Falls and the Japanese 
Gardens. Being a seasonal shoot we were un-
able to capture the exciting nature of our Win-
ter tourism opportunities including Whitewater 
and Baldface. The productions company was 
able to utilize some existing ski footage they 
had on hand from Whitewater, and we will in-
vite them to return for another seasonal shoot 
in the future, to explore more opportunities. 
 
The BC Explorer Program and BC Stories is a 
tremendous opportunity to let the world know 
what is like to “live, work, play and invest”. It 
allows Nelson to showcase our quality of life, 
lifestyle natural beauty, heritage character and 
exciting tourism opportunities.  



 
 
 

Down 3% from last year however are new 
Nelson residents from Ontario, totaling 23 
families this year. Other Canadian sources 
included Saskatchewan (8 new families), the 
Yukon (5), Manitoba (4), Quebec (2), PEI 
(2), and at least one from each New Bruns-
wick and the Northwest Territories. 
 
Nelson has also become a popular destina-
tion for the international traveler. 25 new 
families from abroad relocated to Nelson this 
past year, up 6 families from last year. While 
13 of these new households came from the 
United States (4.8 % of respondents), others 
arrived from Germany (2 families), Scotland 
(2), Sri Lanka, Holland, Japan, Switzerland 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
 

How did the new residents discover  
Nelson?  

 
According to the survey data, 112 new fami-
lies found out about Nelson from family 
members or friends (42% of respondents), 
while 80 (30% of respondents) came across 
it either by driving through or vacationing. 39 
new residents reported that they had already 
lived in Nelson (14%) and 30 claimed to 
have lived nearby (11%). Compared to last 
year, 9 more families first heard of Nelson 
because of a job opportunity – a total of 21 
families representing 8% of the survey par-
ticipants. 
 

 
What enticed people of all ages, from 
across Canada and abroad, to move 

to Nelson, BC? 
 

Nelson’s way of life has been a decisive fac-
tor in attracting new residents. Similar to last 
year, most survey participants noted that 
they came to Nelson for a lifestyle change 
(152 respondents representing 57%). Job 
opportunities and to be near family were 
both tied at 23% for the second most cited 
reason to relocate in Nelson, representing 
63 families each.  
 
 

Nelson New Residents - Nelson a 
Haven for Those Under 45  

 
269 New Families to Nelson & Area in 

Past Year – Up 12% 
 

According to the 2007 New Resident Survey, 
269 new families representing 584 new people 
relocated in Nelson, BC in the year ending May 
31, 2008 – up 12% from last year.  
 
Each year Nelson’s Welcome Wagon distrib-
utes the survey to new households, and the 
data gets collected and analyzed by Commu-
nity Futures Central Kootenay, a community 
economic development agency. 

 
Nelson Gets Disproportionate Number 

of Younger Adults  
 

Although Nelson attracts people from all back-
grounds, it is particularly well-liked amongst 
younger adults. For the first time ever this year, 
the New Resident Survey asked the ages of 
people moving to Nelson. It found that 45% of 
those who moved fell between the ages of 25 
and 44, 62% higher than the total share of this 
age group in Nelson (2006 Census). Also strik-
ing is that 13% fell between ages 20 and 24 – 
double the 2006 Census numbers for Nelson 
for this age category.  
 
Only one in five new residents is over 45. In 
contrast, nearly 43% of the Nelson population 
is over 45 according to the 2006 Census.  
 

Where they’re Coming From 
 

Similar to last year, the survey found BC to be 
the top source of newcomers to Nelson. A total 
of 140 families moved to Nelson from other ar-
eas of BC – 51% of all survey participants.  
Alberta remains the second highest source of 
new residents in Nelson, with 22% (61 families) 
of survey participants. These 61 families repre-
sents a 36% increase (16 more families) from 
the 45 Albertan families that settled in Nelson 
last year.  
 



A total of 24 new Nelson residents came to 
retire or semi-retire – 7 more than last year, 
representing a 40% increase form 2007 and 
a huge increase from the 13 year average 
where only 5 or so respondents came to re-
tire/semi-retire. Both to seek employment 
and to start a business were down slightly 
(19 and 13 families respectively). 

 
What promotional material did they 

see prior to moving? 
 
When asked about promotional material 
prior to moving to the Nelson area, 65% of 
respondents said that they had seen some 
prior to visiting – an increase of nearly 30% 
from last year. 75% of those who had seen 
material said they found the materials on the 
internet, while Roxanne, the movie, was 
cited by 17% as the promotional source, fol-
lowed by magazines/newspapers at 11%. 

 
Satisfied? 

 
Similar to last year, most people moving to 
Nelson are more than satisfied with the ex-
perience. Nearly all  (95%) of the new Nel-
son residents that participated said that the 
Central Kootenays had lived up to their ex-
pectations, while only one person said that it 
had not.  
 
 
What could be improved? Recycling 

& more affordable housing cited often 
 

New Nelson residents also had the opportu-
nity to give feedback on life and work in Nel-
son. While 51 respondents said they were 
OK so far, the most common suggestions 
included recycling or better garbage and re-
cycling service (39 respondents), more af-
fordable rental/housing (22), and remove 
Baker Street dog bylaw (6). Other cited rec-
ommendations were bus service (4), better 
health care (4), better paying jobs/service 
(3), and no fast food please (2). 
 
 

What businesses could be added? 
 
When asked what retail or business services 
they would like to see in the Central 
Kootenays, top responses were similar to last 
year: Tim Horton’s (10 respondents), and TD 
Bank (9). Forty-five respondents said the cur-
rent set-up of businesses in Nelson satisfied 
them, and five recommended against letting in 
big box stores. 
 
The New Resident Survey has been spon-
sored by Community Futures Central Kootenay 
and distributed by the Nelson & District Wel-
come Wagon Committee for more than 15 
years.  People who move into the Nelson area 
(includes Proctor, Balfour, 10 miles south of 
Nelson, and South Slocan) each year are con-
tacted. The results of these surveys are com-
piled yearly by Community Futures and circu-
lated to other agencies and Municipal and Re-
gional governments. For more information con-
tact Mike Stolte at CIEL 250 352-9192 or e-
mail mstolte@theCIEL.com. 
———————————————————- 

Chamber of Commerce  
Rotary Luncheon August 

22nd 
———————————————————— 

The Nelson and District Chamber of Com-
merce is please to partner with the Nelson 
Noon Hour Rotary Club for a special luncheon 
presentation.  

Senior Provincial Judge Hugh Stansfield will 
be speaking at the Hume Hotel 12 Noon Friday 
August 22nd, at the invitation of the Chamber.  

His topics will include:Are we well-served by 
the Courts? You be the Judge; Judging and 
safe communities; For the business commu-
nity, he would also focus on: Faster, simpler, 
more cost-effective civil dispute resolution. 

Lunch Tickets are just $11. You can pay at the 
door, but please confirm your attendance in 
advance by calling the Chamber at 250 352-
3433, prior to August 20th.  



Invest Kootenay has grown since it's incep-
tion to include Nelson, Castlegar, Creston, 
Revelstoke, Grand Forks as well as the rural 
areas within the RDKB  in the Boundary 
area. Invest Kootenay is one tool in the eco-
nomic development tool box. The primary 
objective of Invest Kootenay is to connect 
local Investment opportunities with individu-
als who are looking to relocate or Invest in 
our region. Our aim is to offer easy access to 
investment information about the area to 
people who are visiting, since statistics show 
that up to 70% of those people who relocate 
to the area did so after visiting friends or sim-
ply visiting as tourists. At the Association of 
Kootenay Boundary Local Government Con-
vention in Nelson recently, a new and excit-
ing Invest Kootenay website was launched. 
This interactive website has an Investment 
Opportunities database, and online registry 
for potential Investors .  
Check out the new interactive website 
www.investkootenay.co The goal of the In-
vest Kootenay coordinating committee is to 

 expand the partnership. More community out-
reach meetings will take place this Fall. On an-
other note, Phase Two of the Community tour-
ism mapping project is into the production with  
the new Discover Nelson attractions and 
amenities signage to be up in the coming 
weeks. The community map has been de-
signed to featured Arts and Cultural amenities 
such as Touchstones, The Capital Theatre, The 
Oxygen Arts Centre. Attractions like the Japa-
nese Gardens and Cottonwood Falls, The Wa-
terfront Pathway and Streetcar 23, plus our 
many parks and recreational facilities, shopping 
areas and public services, including mountain 
biking and hiking trail access points. There is 
also a regional component to the maps, featur-
ing regional communities, parks, golf courses 
and  tourism attractions within  the West 
Kootenay. These maps will be erected in vari-
ous locations around Nelson. The next phase is 
production of downtown and community tour-
ism way finding directional signage. Last year, 
Discover Nelson signage was erected at the 
Kootenay Bay Ferry Landing. 
 

 

Nelson Economic Development Partnership 
Invest Kootenay/Community Tourism Mapping 



Video Conferencing 
Available at Community  

Futures of Central Kootenay 
———————————————————-- 
When you can’t meet face to face, consider 
communicating interactively and cost effec-
tively with video conferencing. Your organi-
zation or business will be able to build 
stronger relationships with regional staff, 
your suppliers, customers  through the use 
of video conferencing.  
 
The Community Futures British Columbia 
Conferencing Network will allow you to 
benefit from face to face meetings, without 
the time, hassle and money involved in 
travel. This network of video conferencing 
offices was rolled out last month, with a 
grand opening at the Community Futures of 
Central Kootenay offices in Nelson. 

There are 33 locations available throughout 
the province, and it is certainly an innovative 
way of sharing information by using interac-
tive audio, video and computer technologies. 
During the open house launch a demonstra-
tion featuring an interactive meeting linking 
several offices in far reaching corners of the  

province was featured. It was the next best thing 
to being in the same room as the participant 
from Vancouver Island, or Prince George. 

The applications for video conferencing are limit-
less and include training, meetings, company 
announcement even staff recruitment, all at a 
fraction of the time and expense of getting eve-
ryone together in one central meeting location. 

Rates begin at $100/hour/site plus administra-
tion fees; discounts available for not-for-profits, 
small business and bulk purchase. Please con-
tact Lisa Erven at Community Futures of Central 
Kootenay on Vernon Street Nelson by calling 
250 352-1933, or email lerven@futures.bc.ca 

—————————————————————- 

 

Community Futures Board Chair Doreen 
Smecher, CF General Manager Paul West 
and Co-chair Bob Wright cut the ribbon. 
Others taking part in the ceremonies Cham-
ber Director Bruce Lacroix, Barb Williams, 
City Councilor Bob Adams and Todd Kettner 

Road Kings Gear up for 6th 
Annual Queen City Cruise 
————————————————————- 
The Queen City Cruise is set to go September 
5th and 6th in Nelson. The Nelson Road Kings 
launched this annual show and shine in 2003, 
and it has continued to grow to become one of 
the favorite community events. Car collectors 
from the region and around the Pacific North-
west take over Baker Street Saturday Septem-
ber 6th for the Show and Shine. It’s an event 
that brings in hundreds of classic cars and  
thousands of people that wander the “street of 
dreams”. Car shows certainly appeal to more 
than just car enthusiasts. Grandparents, Moms 
and Dads and especially kids love the display 
of chrome and hot rods. To wrap up Saturday 
the always sold out Rooftop Dance rocks the 
Nelson Parkade. This year the Road Kings are 
trying to get the business community into cre-
ating a Cardi-Gras atmosphere for the Friday 
night downtown. If you have a business down-
town, and would like to get together with block 
partners to create an event. From sponsoring 
street entertainment, to sidewalk sales, even 
soap box races are all under discussion. If 
you’ve got an idea, talk it over with your down-
town business neighbors and create some ex-
citement to kick off the event. 



It’s the 2nd Annual Cherry 
Tops Challenge! 

————————————————————- 
Get a hold of your emotions, because we’ve 
got another epic bike ride for you!  Last year 
53 amazing riders braved rain, cold, mud, and 
knarl and one lucky lady came up with the 
best poker hand to win a sweet New Years 
powder skiing trip at Baldface Lodge.  The 
other 52 lucky souls were treated to fantastic 
swag bags, prizes,  a delicious BBQ  and a 
heck of a fun day.  The event is a fundraiser 
for the Nelson Cycling Club, and with all the 
trails around Nelson and the amount of work 
they do, they need all the help they can get! 
 
 
The race starts in Nelson at The Sacred Ride, 
climbs up to the top of Pulmonary then 
plunges down to Highway 3. All you cowpokes 
will then head up Marsden Road and keep 
pedaling 23 kms until you get up to Baldface 
Lodge, elevation 6,750 feet. It doesn’t end 
there cause it’s a final grueling push up to 
Cherry Tops, elevation 7,200 feet. After a 
breath-catching and breath-taking moment it’s 
time to switch ‘er over to downhill mode. Com-
petitors will start their flight down “the meadow 
trail”, Lower Swamp Donkey, and pedal up 4 
kms to Shannon Pass. Then it’s down to 
Kootenay Lake via the Shannon Pass trail and 
to Johnstone Park along highway 3. Whew! 
Yes, you read that right … we’re talking about 
6,000 vertical feet and almost 60 km! 
 
It’s not about crossing the line first, it’s about 
enjoying the heck out of a big ride with fun 
people. You’ll be getting poker cards along the 
way and the best hand wins a powder skiing 
trip of a lifetime. There will be tons of prizes so 
like we said, it’s not about winning. Riders 
should bring plenty of water and some snacks, 
but some trail-side refreshments and a finish-
line barbecue is included. 
 
So come one and come all to see “what in the 
wild, wild world of sports is goin’ on here”! We 
are also looking for volunteers. For more infor-
mation, call 250-352-0006. 

WHAT: 2nd Annual Blazing Saddles Cherry 
Top Challenge – a 60-km, 6,000 vertical-foot, 
poker-run-style mountain bike race 
WHERE: Nelson, B.C. 
WHO: Women and Men, all ages 
WHEN: Sunday, July 27th, 2008 
RACE START: 8 a.m. 
RACE FINISH: Approximately 5 p.m. 
REGISTRATION:  The Sacred Ride, open 
Monday through Saturday 
COST: $50 ($20 to Nelson Cycling club, $30 
to the event) 
PRIZES: More than you can shake a stick at. 
SPONSORS: The Sacred Ride, Baldface 
Lodge, NRG Enterprises, Nelson Cycling 
Club, Nelson Brewing Company, Dakine, 
Santa Cruz, Sombrio 

Baldface Lodge presents: 
Buddha Mom Retreat ‘08 

———————————————————- 
The Folks at Baldface Lodge are also  think-
ing about Mom’s. You are invited to Buddha 
Mom Retreat 08. It’s described as a blissful 
all inclusive weekend including workshops 
and insights on positive parenting and wil-
derness journaling.  
 
That’s not all, you’ll also be treated to hik-
ing, yoga, massage, wine, gourmet food 
and plenty of down time to help replenish 
mom’s both spiritually and physically.  
 
The Buddha Mom Retreat is planned for the 
Labor Day weekend, Thursday August 28th
(3pm) through Sunday August 31st (6pm).  
 
It’s designed for Moms who are looking for 
a rejuvenating weekend in the mountains 
For more details log on www.baldface.net, 
or email info@baldface.net 
 
Imagine a weekend with no cooking, no 
scheduling, no shuttling, no counter wiping, 
no snack packing, face cleaning, meal plan-
ning, or night waking. Add to this fresh air, 
exercise, stimulating conversation, inspira-
tional discussions, and gourmet food. It’s 
yours Labor Day weekend at Baldface. 



17th Annual Kaslo Jazz Etc 
Summer Music Festival 

—————————————- 
The 17th annual Kalso Jazz festival takes 
place in Kaslo August 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 
 
The centerpiece of the festival of the festival 
is the venue in Kaslo Bay Park, with it’s float-
ing stage, and the stunning backdrop of 
Kootenay Lake. 
 
Every August long weekend for the past 16 
years, we have been treated to these stun-
ning vistas, great acoustics and superb musi-
cians as part of the Kaslo Jazz Etc Summer 
Music Festival 
 
We have seen some remarkable  and memo-
rable  shows in the past, and the 17th annual 
has a line up second to none. 
 
Jesse Cook 
John Hammond 
Chris Bergson Band 
Muhledy 
Bettye Lavette 
Hilario Duran Trio 
Wil Campa with Gran Union. 
Baskery 
Kristin Sevaldsen 
Emily Braden 
Flora Trio 
The Clinton Administration 
Omaha the non prophet and Blues Messiahs 
 
A special treat this year includes a rare  
Appearance by Abigail Washburn and the 
Sparrow Quartet featuring Bela Fleck, Casey 
Driessen,  and Ben Sollee. 
 
A few tickets remain for this annual summer 
classic, for details call 250 353-7577 
Of visit online at www.kaslojazz.com 
 
 
 
 

Cyswog’n Fun 26th Annual 
 August 3rd Nelson 

—————————————— 
The Nelson Athletic Association will be hold-
ing the 26th Annual Swim, Bike and Run 
event taking place August 3rd in beautiful  
Rotary Lakeside Park. 
 
This quarter Ironman continues to be an event 
for everyone from top ranking amateurs to 
adult and youth participants who are compet-
ing for the pure enjoyment. 
 
There is an adult short course, for those who 
are just breaking into the world of Triathlons, 
as well as team events that are ideal for family 
participation. 
 
For more details or for registration check the 
site at www.trinelson.com 
 
————————————————————- 

Southern Interior MP Alex  
Atamanenko to speak at Nelson 
Business Association Breakfast 

meeting July 31st. 
———————————————————— 

Continental Breakfast (optional, $10) will start 
at 7:30am and the official meeting will com-
mence at 8am and end at 9am. 

Mr. Atamanenko will discuss the NDP platform 
with respect to small business....specially as it 
pertains to the Kootenay region. Our local 
Member of Parliament will  touch on other top-
ics that he feels may be of interest to small 
business and pertain to economic stimulus in 
our area.  There will be time at the end of his 
talk for an open question and answer period 
as well.  This event is  coordinated by the Nel-
son Business Association. Chamber members 
are welcome to attend. 

The NBA meets every Thursday morning in 
the Hume Hotel between 8am and 9am. 



 
 
WCG’s JobWave Changes Lives  

with the Support of Local  
Chambers 

 
“Look at me now!” says Shawna. As a single 
mother who had been out of the workforce for 
four years, Shawna was suffering from feel-
ings of low self-esteem and inadequacy when 
she came to JobWave. Today, Shawna is lit-
erally a different person. With the support of 
the JobWave team and its valued partners, 
Shawna now feels “like a somebody.” 
 
“How others perceive me has changed. I walk 
tall. I used to look down, avoid everything and 
everybody and now I can look people in the 
eye…My whole attitude and outlook has 
changed.” 
 
At WCG, partnerships are integral to our on-
going success. Our alliance with 33 Cham-
bers of Commerce, 65,000 businesses and 
349 local service providers help us deliver 
exceptional JobWave and Triumph program-
ming in more than 250 communities across 
British Columbia.  
 
WCG is a partner with the Nelson and District 
Chamber of Commerce. The Nelson and area 
JobWave Service Provider is Ashland Train-
ing at 250-352-0966.  
———————————————————— 
Is your firm paying too much  

for group insurance? 
Have you put off a benefit 
plan because of the cost? 

 
Becoming a member of Nelson and District  
Chamber of Commerce can save you and 
your business money. As a member of the 
BC Chamber of  Commerce we are proud to 
provide many benefits for you and your em-
ployees, including; 
 

CHAMBER GROUP  INSURANCE  
Covers all industries including one person 
firms, home businesses and farms. Possible 
benefits include life, health, dental and travel 
care insurance, vision care, short and long 
term disability, business overhead benefits and 
many  others. Guaranteed renewable contract 
and fully pooled price stability. 
For details on the Chamber of Commerce 
Group Insurance Plan, please contact Glenn 
Sutherland at Sutherland and Associates  
Financial Service 250 352-3518, or  contact 
the Nelson and District Chamber of Com-
merce. A Group Insurance Plan can be devel-
oped that is tailored to your needs, whether 
you are a 1 or 2 person operation, or a busi-
ness that employees dozens of  people. 
—————————————- 

Jerry Van Veen 
It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Jerry VanVeen at Kelowna General 
Hospital, on July 16, 2008, after suffering a 
brain stem stroke in April. 
 
 Jerry and his wife Lynda moved from Toronto 
to Nelson in 1992 to fulfill their dream of living 
in the mountains. They purchased a large Vic-
torian home on Victoria Street and after a year 
of extensive renovations opened Inn the Gar-
den Bed & Breakfast.  Jerry took great pride in 
providing excellent customer service to their 
B&B guests and there was no bigger booster 
of Nelson and the West Kootenay. The B&B 
was sold in 2006.   After 18 months of planning 
and building, they moved into their dream 
home in the country, which Jerry designed and 
helped to build.  The house was intended to 
accommodate their growing collection of exotic 
tropical plants and was to be the base for their 
next business venture together, Mountain View 
Tropical's, which was launched in April 2008. 
With the two businesses, Lynda and Jerry 
have been Chamber members since 1993 and 
Jerry was also a Director on the Kootenay 
Rockies Board for many years. 
 
At his request there will not be a funeral. If you 
wish, donations in his memory can be made to 
the   Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation. 



Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 

——————————————————-- 
Executive 
 
• President  Janice Morrison 
           Private Member & Kastlerock Bed &  
           Breakfast   
 
• Vice President  Cal Renwick, Nelson  
           Toyota  
 
• Past President  Russell Stocks, Nelson 

Ford    
 
• Secretary Treasurer Brent Irving, 
           Carmichael, Toews, Irving Inc  
 
Directors 
 
• Barry Auliffe, Selkirk College 
 
• Chuck Bennett, Black Press Ltd 
 
• Elliot Carter, Nelson Chrysler  
 
• Harry Davidson, Glass House Optical  
 
• Melanie Gettel, Express Newspaper 
 
• Brent Holowaychuk, Finley’s Irish Bar 

and Grill  & Sage Tapas 
 
• Chris Jury, RBC Royal Bank 
 
• John Knox, Nelson Realty 
 
• Bruce Lacroix, Lacroix & Associates    
          Consulting 
 
• Travis Mann, Granite Pointe Golf 

Course 
 
• Karen Van Vogt, Investors Group 
 
• John Yowek, Nelson and District Credit  
          Union 
 
 

Welcome to our new  
Chamber members 

————————————————————- 
Starlight Studios 
Jennifer Kanak & Taylor Verhlst 
737 Baker St. Basement 
Nelson, BC V1L 4J5 
509-1442 
jlkanak@yahoo.com 
Art, furniture, and clothing 
 
Coaching Connections International 
Pauline Daniel 
430 West Beasley Street 
Nelson, BC V1L 6G9 
505-5491 
505-5255 
coachingconnections@shaw.ca 
Personal & work space wellness  
 
Mountain Thunder Presents 
Earle Nestmann 
Box 172 Ymir, BC V1L 2K0 
505-7629 
ern@netidea.com 
Concert promoter  

 
Priority Concrete Pumping 
Sandy Shlakoff 
Box 3515  
Castlegar, BC V1N 2Z2 
250-304-0003 
250-304-0013 
pcpsandy@telus.net 
Concrete Pumping  

 
Dr. Dee Anne Gelinas 
384 Baker Street 
Nelson, BC  V1L 4H3 
352-5135 
backtovitality@gmail.com 
Chiropractor 
 
Thanks to renewing members 
————————————————————-- 
West Kootenay Success by Six 
Subway 
Finley’s Irish Pub 
Kutenai Marketing 


